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CONTACT INFORMATION 
St Paul’s Church 

Churchside 

CHICHESTER 

PO19 6FT 

Office open: Mon-Fri 9.30am-12.30pm 

Telephone: 01243 533403 

Email: office@stpaulschichester.org 

Website: www.stpaulschichester.org 

Rector Safeguarding Officer 

The Rev’d Canon Paul Doick 

01243 306043 

rector@stpaulschichester.org 

Mark Holl 

07934 667 804 

safeguarding@stpaulschichester.org 

Caretaker Director of Music 

Chris Griffiths 

01243 533403 

caretaker@stpaulschichester.org 

Christopher Larley 

07815 801 054 

choir@stpaulschichester.org 

Schools and Families Worker Children’s & Youth Worker 

Zena Matthews 

07749 419475 

families@stpaulschichester.org 

Steve Palmer 

07905 072807 

youth@stpaulschichester.org  

Churchwardens: Jeannie Taylor and David Foster 

jeannietaylor@stpaulschichester.org  davidfoster@stpaulschichester.org 

THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE GRAPEVINE 
The deadline for July/August Grapevine is 2pm Tuesday 23rd June. 

Copy can be submitted by email to office@stpaulschichester.org 

or as hardcopy to the office. The July/August edition will be available 

from Sunday 28th June. (Note: There will be no new Grapevine in August. 

The next issue after July’s Grapevine will be the September issue which 

will be published on Sunday 30th August - information about events in 

August should be submitted for inclusion in the July issue.) 
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THE RECTOR’S LETTER: 
Giving of ourselves.  
Dear Friends, 

Most of us like something to look forward to. Whether it is simply getting to 

the weekend after a busy week, spending time with friends or family, a much-

needed holiday, watching a show or seeing our favourite football team winning, 

it’s good to have plans in the diary.  

In Chichester there always seems to be things going on. June sees the start of 

the Festival of Chichester - it’s great that at St. Paul’s we are able to host some 

of the concerts – and at the Cathedral the 2026 Festival of Flowers take place 

from the 2nd - 6th June.  I’m always impressed at the level of organisation that 

goes into making so many wonderful events happen locally. And what is so good 

is that often there is a mixture of both paid staff and volunteers that make these 

things work so smoothly. This adds to a real sense of community.   

One of the challenges of many of our local organisations and groups though is 

that sometimes it’s getting harder to find volunteers. There are all sorts of 

reasons for that of course. Often people’s priorities change depending on work 

or family commitments. And sometimes we haven’t either thought about 

volunteering, or we haven’t been asked to help.   

At St Paul’s, just like in all churches, there is a need for people to volunteer. 

We are very well served by some amazing people who arrange the flowers, or 

sing in the choir, set up for services or make coffee after the 10am service on 

Sunday. But we can always do with a few more people to help.  Over the next 

few months, we will be looking at starting a new welcome team for services, as 

well as recruiting new servers to assist at the altar and those who help with the 

sound at our services too. And we also need a second Church Warden!  There 

are a couple of other special volunteer roles we want to recruit for too. It 

would be great if someone volunteered to be a link person between our church 

and our link parish in Alt-Schöneberg in Berlin. Finally, we would love to gain a 

bronze and silver Eco Church award and would be very grateful if a small team 

could be found to take that forward, very much building on the brilliant work 

that has been done here in the past.  



In St Paul’s 2nd letter to the Corinthians, he writes – ‘The point is this: the one 

who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and the one who sows bountifully will also 

reap bountifully. Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.’ 

He was of course talking about giving money to those in need. Making 

donations to charities, and indeed the church, is really important if we can 

afford to do so. But what if we also look at what St Paul said as including the 

giving of our time or our talents as volunteers? St Paul is right; whatever we 

have to offer we mustn’t give it just because we feel under pressure to do so. 

We should only give of our time, talents, or our money because we are able 

and willing. But if more of us could give just a little, then I know from my own 

experience we will look forward to volunteering in whatever small way that is. 

And our brilliant community will be just a little bit better too.  

With every blessing, 

Canon Paul  

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR MINISTRY 
There are plenty of opportunities to support St. Paul’s as a volunteer. Members 

of the congregation can read or lead prayers, sing in our choir or welcome 

people. 

For those who perhaps have more time to offer, or who might feel that God is 

calling them to serve in a more public ministry, there is the possibility of 

becoming an Authorised Lay Minister – or ALM. Members of the congregation 

are nominated by the PCC and Rector and after taking a short course are 

authorised to help out in an specific area for 3 years (renewable). The latest 

courses are available to view on the Diocese of Chichester website here: 

www.chichester.anglican.org/authorised-lay-ministry/ 

If anyone is interested do contact Canon Paul on rector@stpaulschichester.org 

https://www.chichester.anglican.org/authorised-lay-ministry/
mailto:rector@stpaulschichester.org


ST PAUL’S VEGETABLE GARDEN—HELPERS WELCOME 
Last Year I took over the raised beds at the back of the car park and grew a 

variety of vegetable for the use of the church. This year I have continued to 

plant veg but would like to ask if anyone could help occasionally, to pick things 

as they are ready, when I am not available, or to water the beds in hot weather, 

as last year a lot of runner beans were wasted because they got too big to use. 

Do catch me on a Sunday after the 10am Eucharist, or contact the office, if you 

are able to help 

Ann Morrill 

 

THE VACANCY IN SEE 
monthly diocesan prayer gathering - on Zoom 
During this time of Vacancy in See, and as we look ahead to the ministry of a 

new Bishop of Chichester, we invite you to join a monthly diocesan prayer 

gathering, held on Zoom at noon on the first Monday of each month, starting 

on 1st June. 

These gatherings will bring together lay and ordained people to pray for the life, 

mission, and ministry of our diocese, and to commend to God the discernment, 

calling, and leadership of our new bishop. 

This monthly rhythm of prayer offers a space to seek God’s guidance, and to 

hold the Diocese before Him, as the household of faith across the Diocese. All 

are welcome. 

Meetings will take place on the first Monday of the month with the following 

zoom details: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85084031631? 

Meeting ID: 850 8403 1631 

Passcode: 571007 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85084031631?pwd=0QKxOlYaaQMXVCmXO4kl7e8TDHIYbz.1
https://www.chichester.anglican.org/


NEW MUSIC AT ST PAUL’S 
One of the biggest joys of being a church musician is being able to introduce, or 

commission, new musical works for the congregation of St Paul’s. 

It has been some time since we added a new mass setting, the last being the 

Mass of the Bread of Life by Margaret Rizza. This Trinity Sunday we will start 

singing The St Helen’s Mass by Joanna Forbes L’Estrange. The skill of writing a 

congregational setting is to make it easily accessible for the people (not too 

high/low or rhythmically technical), but also have enough interest for the choir. 

Joanna, with her musical career starting in the Swingle Singers, manages to do 

both with ease. The setting is in a light jazz style, but in no way disrespectful to 

the words. I do hope you’ll enjoy it - please feel free to tell me your thoughts! 

The RSCM have named Sunday 14th June as Music Sunday: a chance to give 

thanks for all the music that enhances worship throughout the whole country. 

Whether it is a simple Taize chant or Bach’s B Minor Mass (the greatest work 

ever written in my humble opinion) there is no doubt that music lifts our praise. 

It was St Augustine of Hippo who said: He who sings praises, not only praises, 

but also praises joyfully! With this in mind we are very grateful to Victoria 

Larley, who has written a new anthem for this day. When In Our Music God Is 

Glorified - words by the Methodist minister Fred Pratt Green, and written in 

1971. She takes the verses of the hymn, and creates different moods to reflect 

the words of each stanza. It is unaccompanied, and varies from one to eight 

parts. We will perform this anthem again in the cathedral for the College of 

Canons evensong on 23rd September. 

Finally, if you enjoy the choir singing and want to be part of it (but are too shy 

to ask) the choir is always on the look out for new singers - adults or children. 

Please do chat to me on a Sunday or by email: choir@stpaulschichester.org 

Chris Larley  

mailto:choir@stpaulschichester.org


NEW BOOKS IN THE CHURCH LIBRARY 
Eagle-eyed library users might spot that there are a few 

more books in the library now, and this article is just to 

tell you about a few that arrived in May. 

The author of the first one will be familiar to many people.  

Sarah Manouch attended this church for most of her life, 

together with her sister Kathy and her mother Kit.  Sarah 

was ordained just over eleven years ago, and is now 

Rector of East Dean, Singleton and West Dean.  During 

Covid, she started a blog, Rector’s Ramblings, which are 

short musings on life in a rural Rectory. Her book, 

published at the end of last year, covers events including 

the death of Queen Elizabeth II and the coronation of her 

son, natural disasters, and the day-to-day life of a Priest, 

part-time Assistant Manager of St Olave’s, and occasional 

Cathedral Day Chaplain. 

Having a good Fiction section is quite important in a 

library. Fiction reveals truth about life which we don’t 

always see in our daily living, and it also tells us that 

others don’t see the world as we do. We now have the 

full set of the Catherine Fox novels, and an almost 

complete set of the novels by Richard Coles, the radio 

and television presenter and priest. The books are 

delightful, often funny, and reveal the life of an Anglo-

Catholic priest. 

Finally, Don’t Forget We’re Here Forever: A new 

generation’s search for religion by Lamorna Ash 

explores the phenomenon of a new generation finding 

religion for itself, in an age of increasing disconnection and 

apathy. ‘Written with lyrical beauty and sensitivity, this is a 

reminder of our universal need for nourishment of the 

soul.’ 

Caroline Adams 



‘LET US PRAY……’  
One of the things that is at the heart of our faith is prayer. It’s something that 

we sometimes do without thinking about it. Praying for others can simply be 

bringing our thoughts before God, whether that’s when we are watching the 

news or when we have spoken to a friend or family member who is struggling 

with an illness or a situation that’s hard.   

As a Church we bring these concerns before God each week in our 

intercessions at our 10am Eucharists on Sundays and Thursdays.  But there are 

times in our own prayers when its helpful to have an area of life to focus on.  So 

each month we publish a list of things that people can pray for at home, or 

wherever they pray. These themes will sometimes be used by those who lead 

our intercessions on a Sunday too.  The particular areas of prayer for June are 

noted below – do use them in your own prayers.   

Prayer Focus for June  
• All sports clubs, amongst them: 

 Chichester City Football Club 

 Chichester Rugby Club 

 Chichester Raquet and Fitness Club 

 Chichester Bowling Club 

 Chichester Priory Park Cricket Club 

 Westgate Leisure Centre. 

• Those living in assisted living or retirement flats. 

• For the residents of St Mary’s Hospital Alms-houses. 

• For all who assist in our worship 

 for readers 

 Intercessors 

 servers and lay ministers of communion 

 the sound desk team and those who operate the screen. 

• The County of Sussex and all who live and work here.  



Prayer for the month  

Thanks be to thee, O Lord Jesus Christ, 

for all the benefits which thou hast given me, 

for all the pains and insults which thou hast borne for me: 

O most merciful Redeemer, Friend and Brother, 

may I know thee more clearly, 

love thee more dearly, 

and follow thee more nearly.  Amen.  

The Feast of St Richard falls on the 16th of June, now also known as Sussex 

Day, and with his shrine in Chichester cathedral, it would seem right for us to 

focus our thoughts on his famous prayer. St Richard’s shrine is a place where 

many of us, along with countless pilgrims, have lit candles and prayed. And 

undoubtedly many of us have recited his prayer.  And it is a prayer that can, 

and has, inspired many. From choral anthems to a song in the 1970’s musical 

‘Godspell’, and to the vision statement for the Diocese of Chichester – ‘To 

know, love and follow Jesus,’ St Richard’s famous prayer remains a favourite. 

But in some ways, it’s not an easy prayer. In thanking Jesus for all he has done 

for us and in recognising him as our redeemer and friend, we then ask that we 

may know, love and follow him. It’s a prayer then in which we ask Jesus to 

help us grow closer to him, and to become the person he longs for us to be. 

And it’s a prayer of profound gratitude. Perhaps then it’s a prayer that is as 

demanding as it is inspiring. But as we seek to grow in faith, it’s a prayer that 

can touch our hearts in a way that few others can. In June let’s make it our 

own and pray it often.  



MOTHERS’ UNION CELEBRATES 150YEARS! 
Mothers’ Union was started 150 years ago by Mary Sumner, wife of the Vicar of 

Alresford in Hampshire. On becoming a grandmother, she recalled how much 

she would have benefitted from a group of mothers giving mutual support, so 

she invited women from her husband’s parish to a meeting at the vicarage. 

From that modest beginning in 1876, the Christian movement for mothers that 

she started grew into the global organisation that flourishes today. 

There are now 4 million members, women, men, married, single and divorced, 

working in 84 countries worldwide, seeking to bring an end to poverty, violence 

and injustice by demonstrating the Christian faith in action through nurture and 

support of the family, in all its many forms. 

In various parts of the world, women are enabled to set up small businesses and 

Savings and Credit Groups, children are provided with breakfast clubs, students 

are befriended, home visits are made to the housebound, and prisoners are 

given bibles. 

In Chichester Diocese members maintain caravans at Selsey and Winchelsea, 

where families in need of a break can have a holiday. They raise awareness of 

Modern Day Slavery and domestic violence issues, knit hats for premature 

babies, provide wash bags for people admitted to hospital unexpectedly, help 

staff the play area for children visiting Ford Prison, and maintain links with 

overseas members. A regular commitment is to provide a welcome and 

refreshments at the Citizenship Ceremonies held in Brighton, Lewes, 

Crowborough, Eastbourne and Hastings. 

St Paul’s and City of Chichester Mothers’ Union has 8 members, 5 of whom are 

able to attend meetings held usually on third Thursdays at 11am in St Paul’s 

Church. These are open to all, and we are particularly grateful for support 

when there is a speaker, four or five times a year. 

The meeting this month has been moved the Saturday 20th June. There will be a 

service in St Wilfrid’s Church, Durnford Close, Parklands at 2pm, followed by a 

cream tea. Members from other local branches will be attending and we would 

all be delighted to welcome you as we celebrate 150 years of Mothers’ Union. 

Heather Hyde 

07949 799415 



LADIES’ GROUP 
St Paul’s Ladies’ Group usually meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the 

month at 2.30pm in the Parish Centre. Everyone is welcome at all of our 

meetings, including men. Our meetings in June are as follows:  

10th June My favourite kitchen gadget. Please (if possible) bring your gadget 

along ! There will be a raffle at this meeting. 

24th June T.B.A. Bring and Buy at this meeting 

Thank you for all your contributions to the Foodbank. Please continue to 

donate.  

F3A  
F3A meets on the third Tuesday of the month in the Parish Centre. From this 

month we will be changing our start time—our meetings will commence at 

2.30pm, with tea and coffee served from 2.15pm. We will finish by 3.30pm. 

Everybody 60 and over will be very welcome. Our meeting this month will be 

on 16th June. Do join us for a cuppa and friendly discussion which this month 

will centre on our hopes and expectations for the next bishop of Chichester. 

Mary Ashwin 786501 

AFTERNOON TEA 3-5PM, SUNDAY 7th JUNE 
AND EVERY FIRST SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 
Everyone is warmly invited to join us for afternoon tea at St. Paul’s parish 

centre on the first Sunday of every month. No cost or pre-booking required. 

Come and enjoy tea and cakes with friendly company. 

We conclude our afternoon with a short service of Evening Prayer using the 

traditional language of the Book of Common Prayer. 

For information contact Margaret Phillips 527961 or Phyllis Nicholls 780454.  



Su 31 May Trinity Sunday         2 Corinthians 13. 11-end; Matthew 28:16-20 

   8am 

10am 

Holy Communion 

Parish Eucharist with Holy Baptism,  

Junior Church and créche 

followed by refreshments 

M 1 June   

Tu 2 June 10am Praying for St Paul’s Renewed 

W 3 June   

Th 4 June 10am 

6pm 

7.15pm 

Eucharist followed by refreshments 

Choir Practice (Children’s Choir) 

Choir Practice (Full Choir) 

F 5 June 4.30pm 

7pm 

Ignite 

Film “People’s Emergency Briefing” at Christ Church 

Sa 6 June 7.30pm Fernhurst Choral Society concert “Mostly Mozart” 

Su 7 June Trinity 1                         Romans 4.13-end; Matthew 9.9-13, 18-26 

   8am 

10am 

 

3pm 

Holy Communion 

All-age Eucharist (créche toys available) 

followed by refreshments 

Afternoon Tea Party, concluding with Evening Prayer 
M 8 June   

Tu 9 June 10am Praying for St Paul’s Renewed 

W 10 June 2.30pm Ladies’ Group 

Th 11 June 10am 

6pm 

7.15pm 

Eucharist followed by refreshments 

Choir Practice (Children’s Choir) 

Choir Practice (Full Choir) 

F 12 June 4.30pm Ignite 

Sa 13 June 9.30am Confide Annual Meeting 

DIARY 
All events at St Paul’s unless stated otherwise 

MORNING PRAYER - WEEKDAYS AT 9AM 



Su 14 June Trinity 2                                   Romans 5.1-8; Matthew 9.35-10.8 

   8am 

10am 

Holy Communion 

Parish Eucharist with Junior Church and créche 

followed by refreshments 

M 15 June 2.30pm Chess Group 

Tu 16 June 10am 

2.15pm 

Praying for St Paul’s Renewed 

f3a 

W 17 June   

Th 18 June 10am 

6pm 

7.15pm 

Eucharist followed by refreshments 

Choir Practice (Children’s Choir) 

Choir Practice (Full Choir) 

Fr 19 June 4.30pm 

7pm 

Ignite 

Concert: Sonatas for Cello & Piano 
Sa 20 June 2pm Mothers’ Union at St Wilfrid’s Church, Parklands. 

Su 21 June Trinity 3                                Romans 6.1b-11; Matthew 10.24-39 

   8am 

10am 

Holy Communion 

Parish Eucharist with Junior Church and créche 

followed by refreshments 

M 22 June   

Tu 23 June 10am Praying for St Paul’s Renewed 

W 24 June 2.30pm Ladies’ Group 

Th 25 June 10am 

6pm 

7.15pm 

Eucharist followed by refreshments 

Choir Practice (Children’s Choir) 

Choir Practice (Full Choir) 

F 26 June 4.30pm Ignite 

Sa 27 June 7.30pm Southdowns Concert Band Concert 

Su 28 June Ss Peter & Paul                          Acts 12.1-11; Matthew 16.13-19 

   8am 

10am 

 

 

12noon 

 - 3pm 

Holy Communion 

Sung Eucharist with St Peter’s Westhampnett: 

with Junior Church and créche 

followed by refreshments 

Summer Family BBQ 



CONFIDE COUNSELLING 

Confide Counselling is a small counselling agency based in our Parish Centre , 

which offers counselling support for people who are experiencing hardship or 

distress through emotional, spiritual, physical or mental ill health or by reason 

of social or economic circumstances. Confide is an independent charity that  

has been supported by St Paul’s now for many years and last September we  

celebrated our 40th anniversary with the congregation at a special Thanksgiving 

Service. 

Each year we have an annual meeting to report on our ministry . This year our 

meeting is on Saturday 13th June from 9.30am-11.30am in the Parish Centre. In 

addition to reporting on the past year we have a guest speaker, who this year 

will be speaking about the work of Chichester Wellbeing.  

This is a good opportunity to learn more about Confide, enjoy some 

refreshments and hear about supportive pastoral work in Chichester. 

We do hope that you can join us 

Richard More 

 











13th June—19th July 
St Paul’s is proud to be hosting 
eight events during the Festival 

For full details of all events 
pick up a brochure today 





 





PIANO AND ORGAN DUETS 

for a summer’s afternoon 

Brothers Matthew and Edward Cooke 

perform a programme of duets 

to include works by Rossini, Bach, 

Johann Strauss II, Debussy, Dvorak and Mozart. 

Tea and Cake served afterwards. 

No tickets required. 

Free with retiring collection for 

Chestnut Tree House Children’s Hospice 

3pm Sunday 19th July 

St Paul’s Church, Chichester 




